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Save the Date for What's Great in Our State (WGiOS)!

Join us in celebrating Children's Mental Health Awareness
Please save the date for “What’s Great in Our State,” our annual Children’s Mental Health Awareness event on
Tuesday, May 6, 2025, from 9:00am - 2:30pm (doors open at 8:00am for check-in). This event celebrates the
incredible work of programs, agencies, educators, parents, and youth who make a difference in children’s social-
emotional health and well-being across New York State.

Attendees will enjoy:

¢ Keynote Speaker
Recognition of the 2025 Honorees
Networking Opportunities
Workshops
Light Breakfast & Boxed Lunch

More details and registration information will be shared soon, so stay tuned and we hope to see you there!

Project Updates

System of Care

System of Care County Collaborative
The next System of Care County Collaborative will be held on Wednesday, May 7, 2025, from 1:00 — 2:00pm.
These meetings are a valuable opportunity to:

e Learn from successful System of Care initiatives across the state.
e Share what’s working and explore strategies to address challenges.
o Engage in peer learning and brainstorming with colleagues.

Who Should Attend? Professionals and leaders working with children, youth, young adults, and families in their
county’s System of Care.

To receive calendar invites for these sessions, please email Jessica.Stanis@omh.ny.gov.



mailto:Jessica.Stanis@omh.ny.gov
https://nyssoc.com/

School Health Assessment and Performance Evaluation (SHAPE)
We’re excited to launch bi-monthly office hours for school districts to connect, share best practices, and
collaborate on strengthening school mental health systems.

Why Attend?
e Learn from peers — Hear what’s working in other districts.
¢ Discuss challenges — Brainstorm solutions to common barriers.
o Ask questions — Get support from others engaged in school mental health quality improvement.
¢ Highlight best practices — Share and explore innovative strategies and resources through the SHAPE
system.

Who Should Attend?

These sessions are open to school districts with NYS Office of Mental Health-funded initiatives and those working
to enhance their school mental health systems. This includes recipients of the School Mental Health Support
Grant, Mitigating the Impact of Trauma in Schools Grant, Project AWARE, Promise Zone, SHAPE, and
similar initiatives.

Join us for our next session on April 11, 2025, from 1:00 — 2:00pm via Zoom.

To receive calendar invites for these sessions, please email Jessica.Stanis@omh.ny.gov.

Deputy Commissioners’ Corner

Community Overdose Prevention Education, or Project COPE

Community Overdose Prevention Education, or Project COPE, seeks to reduce prescription drug and opioid
overdose-related death and adverse events among individuals ages 18 and older by training first responders on
overdose prevention and implementing secondary prevention strategies. For this project, New York State has
redefined the term “first responder” to include all who interact with high-risk communities on the front line, with a
focus on non-SUD treatment providers, such as home visiting staff, child welfare workers, staff and nurses
working with pregnant, parenting, and postpartum persons, doulas, staff in domestic violence shelters and
community centers, and staff in assisted living facilities.

Project COPE has created several overdose response training videos that are available on demand. In order to
increase access to naloxone training, a 4-minute training video is readily available and educates viewers on how
to recognize and respond to an overdose, and how to easily access naloxone. This training is also available in

Spanish.

Project COPE also provides professional training that seeks to educate frontline staff on the science behind
substance use and addiction. The training focuses on challenging myths and misconceptions about addiction
and harm reduction, recognizing stigma, and providing judgement-free care grounded in the principles of harm
reduction. Project COPE'’s trainings also recognize that overdose is preventable and emphasizes the importance
of increasing access to naloxone and other harm reduction tools. The professional training can be delivered in-
person, virtually, or hybrid. Additionally, a self-paced overdose response training is available online for providers
to access on demand.

Partnerships are an important part of the success of the project. Project COPE has successfully collaborated
with NYS Office of Children and Family Services (OCFS) and NYS Office for the Prevention of Domestic Violence
(OPDV) to develop guidance and provide support related to installing Overdose Emergency Kits in all state
licensed domestic violence shelters and programs. Collaboration is also happening between Project COPE,
OASAS, OCFS, and the Office of Mental Health (OMH) to streamline the process of ordering and distributing
naloxone.

For additional information on overdose prevention training and resources, visit Project COPE.


mailto:Jessica.Stanis@omh.ny.gov
https://youtu.be/St5rnHTUbIg?si=2wbbwcMbeEHQpcHK
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pY2vRK-dr70
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pY2vRK-dr70
https://learning.drugfree.org/courses/opioid-overdose-prevention-basics/
https://ocfs.ny.gov/main/news/for-release.php?idx=18467
https://ocfs.ny.gov/main/news/for-release.php?idx=18467
https://oasas.ny.gov/projectcope

Deputy Commissioners’ Workgroup Membership: CCF (Vanessa Threatte, Elana Marton, Chris Tosado, Kristin Weller,
Patricia Persell, Meghan Glass), Council of Developmental Disabilities (Formerly DDPC) (Kristin Proud, Jennifer Goldman),
DCJS (Tom Andriola, Damon Bacote), DOH (April Hamilton, Myla Harrison, Suzanne Swan, Colette Poulin, Kirsten
Siegenthaler), DOL (Dana Politis), Empire Fellows (Kennetha Glover, Ocesa Keaton), Justice Center (Davin Robinson,
Serena Sturman-Pupons), OASAS (Bridget Hartman-DeCenzo , Esteban Ramos, Pat Lincourt, Maria Morris Groves, Sam
Kawola), OCFS (Gail Geohagen-Pratt, Jason DeSantis, Nina Aledort, Homero Martinez, Damien Pratt, Nora Yates, Joyce
Connolly), OMH (Dr. Audrey Erazo-Trivino, Bonnie Catlin, Angela Keller, Meredith Ray-LaBatt, Sarah Kuriakose, Nancy
Pepe, Matt Perkins), OPWDD (Jill Pettinger, Abiba Kindo, Josh Olsen, Rachel Baker), SED (Gemma Rinefierd, Suzanne
Bolling), OTDA (Cheryl Contento, Valerie Figueroa), SOFA (Alana Stelline, Michael Gunn), OPDV (Elizabeth Bliss),
Governor’s Office (Holly Saupp)

Exemplars of Systems of Care Work in NYS

The New York State Office of Mental Health (OMH), in collaboration with stakeholders from other state agencies
and organizations, developed a Family Resource Roadmap to support parents and caregivers in navigating
concerns about their child’s behavior or development. This roadmap provides a step-by-step guide to help
families understand where to start and how to access support.

Orange County took the Family Resource Roadmap a step further, customizing it to reflect local resources and
services available to families. They mapped each milestone from the roadmap onto their county website, creating
individual sections where families, youth, providers and community members can easily click to access tailored
information on who to contact and where to find help. This approach demonstrates a strategic way to localize
resources, ensuring that families receive accurate, and relevant information based on their community’s
continuum. Click here to access Orange County’s Roadmap.

Useful Links and Tools

Go here to view our downloadable running list of NYS SOC Useful Links and Tools! This document will be
updated as new resources are found. Pay notice to the “Last Updated On” date at the bottom of the document
to assure you have the most current list of useful links and tools.

CTAC

Conducting Preventive Behavioral Threat Assessment and Management in Youth (4/10 & 4/24/25, 1:00pm
—2:30pm)

This 2-part clinical intensive will assist behavioral health providers in identifying risk factors, prevention
strategies, and management options for threats of violence and violent behavior. The information will highlight
the contextual examination of threats, what to do, and how to do it. Violent attacks can be prevented when we
understand threatening behavior, know how to identify signs of attack, and then move quickly to assess and de-
escalate a situation. Go here to learn more and to register.

Project TEACH

Did you know about all the informative events that Project TEACH hosts? Their topics cover children,
adolescents, caregivers, mental health, physical wellbeing, and pregnancy just to name a few. Check out their
calendar here and sign up today!

Westchester Institute for Human Development and NYS Council on Children and

Families

Westchester Institute for Human Development and NYS Council on Children and Families are recruiting
pediatricians, childcare providers, and parents/caregivers of children ages birth to 5 years to participate in focus
groups to share their experiences with developmental screening. The Early Childhood Comprehensive Systems
(ECCS) project is conducting focus groups with a variety of stakeholders to better understand experiences with
developmental screening in New York State. Go to this link to complete the survey.


https://nyssoc.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/family-toolkit-road-map-poster-3.pdf
https://www.orangecountygov.com/2375/Childrens-Mental-Health-Services-Roadmap
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnyssoc.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F03%2FNYS-SOC-Useful-Links-and-Tools_-1.docx&data=05%7C02%7CChris.Giaquinta%40omh.ny.gov%7Ca3754b7f686f41f8b45108dd6d461e17%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638786870096994633%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DJQNN2LAwp4TafSHFcdmGOuHREYoJsuNyZfgmSwzzZo%3D&reserved=0
https://registration.nytac.org/event/?pid=1&id=4125
https://registration.nytac.org/event/?pid=1&id=4125
https://projectteachny.org/events/
https://nymc.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1zfpnxy62OlCCTs?Q_CHL=qr

Organizations whose work aligns with SOC Work!
Have you signed up for these Listservs/Newsletters?

ACT for Youth OMH NYS Trauma-Informed Network Resource Center
Behavioral Health News (BHN) PeerTAC
Center for Practice Innovations Project TEACH

Child Mind Institute

Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (SAMHSA)

Collective Impact Forum

The Community Technical Assistance Center of New York
(CTAC)

National Alliance on Mental lliness (NAMI)

The Evidence-Based Treatment Dissemination Center
(EBTDC)

National Training & Technical Assistance Center (NTTAC)

The Managed Care Technical Assistance Center of New
York (MCTAC)

National Wraparound Initiative (NWI)

The National Academy for State Health Policy (NASHP)

NY Health Home Coalition

NYS DOH Health Homes

NYS SOC Links to Highlight

UCONN School of Social Work TA TELEGRAM

Keep up to date on all things NYS SOC by visiting our website!

Be sure to bookmark us while you’re there!

Did you miss a SOC Newsletter?

Go here to access our archive of past NYS Systems of Care monthly Newsletters.

SPARK!

SPARK some thoughts, conversations, and initiatives using the newest addition to SOC content, the SPARK e-
mails! The purpose of these e-mails is to provide a tool and/or resource that is intended to spark an idea to assist
local teams in further implementing the Systems of Care framework. Go here to see the monthly SPARK archive.

Subscribe to (or unsubscribe from) the NYS Systems of Care Listserv by emailing Davia Plusch.

Need to talk?

We've got time to listen

Text “Got5" to 741741 to start a conversation
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https://omh.ny.gov/omhweb/suicide_prevention/cp.html
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/5Z2sCw9
https://www.traumainformedny.org/
https://behavioralhealthnews.org/subscribe/
https://confirmsubscription.com/h/y/CFD10914D119AAF1
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001czFxcSM_t3lCfB-HwRQQJJ0bwU2qSTUE
https://projectteachny.org/stay-in-touch/
https://childmind.org/
https://samhsa.us4.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=d0780dc94825e65acd61c17dc&id=ee1c4b138c
https://samhsa.us4.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=d0780dc94825e65acd61c17dc&id=ee1c4b138c
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/1752856/1731921.624336209/
https://confirmsubscription.com/h/i/15b3413894d41bf9
https://confirmsubscription.com/h/i/15b3413894d41bf9
https://my.nami.org/Join-NAMI/Register
https://ideas4kidsmentalhealth.us18.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=f7a0646202e720b34a72fe4c0&id=50d7545eea
https://ideas4kidsmentalhealth.us18.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=f7a0646202e720b34a72fe4c0&id=50d7545eea
https://nttacmentalhealth.org/contact-us/get-the-latest/
https://confirmsubscription.com/h/i/D3AE5DE08EEEA7C6
https://confirmsubscription.com/h/i/D3AE5DE08EEEA7C6
https://nwi.pdx.edu/archived-nwi-newsletters/
https://nashp.org/
https://hhcoalition.org/
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/7zbOSMA/InnovationsTelegram?source_id=66d28e29-8fac-4f71-919d-1e5232bed338&source_type=em&c=
https://www.health.ny.gov/health_care/medicaid/program/medicaid_health_homes/listserv.htm
https://nyssoc.com/
https://nyssoc.com/soc-resources/
https://nyssoc.com/monthy-sparks/
mailto:davia.plusch@omh.ny.gov?subject=Subscribe/Unsubscribe%20Inquiry%20from%20SOC%20Newsletter
https://omh.ny.gov/omhweb/crisis/988.html

