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Children’s System Support Unit Updates 
System of Care 
System of Care County Collaborative 
The next System of Care County Collaborative will be held on Wednesday, November 12, 2025, from 1:00 – 
2:00pm. These meetings are a valuable opportunity to:  

• Learn from successful System of Care initiatives across the state.  

• Share what’s working and explore strategies to address challenges.  

• Engage in peer learning and brainstorming with colleagues.  
 

This month’s featured presentation will showcase how Niagara County took the initiative to train parks staff in 
Mental Health First Aid to better support individuals visiting local parks throughout the year. Located in a popular 
tourist area that has faced incidents in the past, this proactive effort demonstrates how training and cross-sector 
collaboration can enhance staff capacity and strengthen community support. 

Who Should Attend? Professionals and leaders working with children, youth, young adults, and families in 
their county’s System of Care. To receive calendar invites for these sessions, please email 
Jessica.Stanis@omh.ny.gov. 

School Health Assessment and Performance Evaluation (SHAPE)  

Spotlight on SHAPE 
SHAPE is a free, easy-to-use online platform that helps schools and districts map out their mental health 
supports, identify strengths, and plan for improvement. With various assessments, customized reports, and 
planning tools, SHAPE makes it easier to build strong, sustainable mental health systems for staff and 
students. We encourage schools, districts, BOCES, and partners to take a look at the SHAPE System this 
month- sign up today or reach out to us at shape@omh.ny.gov for support in getting started. 
 
School District Office Hours 
Thank you to everyone who continues to join our bi-monthly School Mental Health Office Hours and contribute 
to meaningful discussions. The next session will be held on Friday, December 19th from 11:00am – 12:00pm. 
These meetings are a valuable opportunity to:  

• Connect with peers from schools/districts across the state. 

• Share successes and challenges related to school mental health.  

• Learn about tools and strategies that can help advance your school/district’s mental health efforts 
To receive calendar invites for these sessions, please email shape@omh.ny.gov.  
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Presentation: NYS School Board Association Annual Convention  
On October 23rd, members from the NYS Office of Mental 
Health presented at the 2025 NYS School Board 
Association Annual Convention on the SHAPE System, a 
web-based platform with tools designed to strengthen 
school mental health systems. This session elevated the 
voices of youth from the NYS Youth Mental Health Advisory 
Board, who shared their perspectives on the mental health 
needs of students today. Attendees also heard a district 
example of how the SHAPE System has been used to 
improve supports for students. In addition, a representative 
from the Mental Health Association in New York State, Inc. 
(MHANYS) shared how the School Mental Health Resource 
and Training Center can support public and private schools 
through a variety of trainings and resources. Click here to 
access the slides. 
 

Exemplars of Systems of Care Work in NYS 
Local Governmental Unit (LGU) Collaboration Video  
A video was developed for Chautauqua County to highlight the vital role of the Local Governmental Unit (LGU) 
in building strong, connected behavioral health systems. The video illustrates how LGUs bring together a range 
of partners- including children’s services, law enforcement, probation, housing services, addiction and recovery 
supports, the legal system, developmental disability services, hospitals, social services, and more- to ensure 
individuals have access to high-quality, coordinated care.  
 
Beyond showcasing collaboration in action, this video serves as a valuable tool to increase education and 
awareness about the purpose of LGUs and the broader system of care that works together to meet community 
needs. It can be used for onboarding new staff and partners, community presentations, and cross-system 
education to demonstrate the power of partnership and collaboration.  
 

Deputy Commissioners’ Corner  
Announcements 
The mission of the New York State (NYS) Council on Developmental Disabilities (CDD) is to enhance the lives 
of New Yorkers with Developmental Disabilities and their families through programs that promote self-advocacy, 
participation, and inclusion in all facets of community life. The NYS CDD was created by the Federal 
Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act of 2000. This act requires that each U.S. state and 
territory has a Council on Developmental Disabilities. People with developmental disabilities, family members of 
people with developmental disabilities, and various NYS agency representatives serve as Council members that 
make decisions about the direction of the CDD’s work, pursuant to a five-year State Plan, and how funds are 
spent.  
 
The CDD’s mission is carried out through grant work and projects that promote self-determination, integration, 
and inclusion. These CDD-funded projects seek to:   

• Promote capacity building, and systems change efforts.   

• Empower people through work that teaches self-advocacy skills.  

• Advance public policy to help individuals gain more control over their live.  

• Create an environment of independence, self-determination, inclusion, and acceptance.  
 
The CDD awards grants to various types of organization including non-profits, community-based organizations, 
universities, and other NYS agencies. The following are summaries of two grants that illustrate the Council’s 
cross-system collaborations.  
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Purposeful Connection:  Building Cross-Collaboration Between Domestic Violence Services Providers 
and Developmental Disabilities Services Providers  
The NYS Office for the Prevention of Domestic Violence is partnering with the CDD to increase services for 
people with developmental disabilities who have experienced domestic and/or sexual violence. Goals of the 
project include:  
 

• Trainings and resources for developmental disability providers on domestic violence-related issues.  

• Trainings and resources for domestic violence providers and rape crisis programs on serving people with 
developmental disabilities.  

• Resources for developmental disability providers to provide accessible sexuality and violence prevention 
training for people with developmental disabilities.  

 
CDD funding for this project will end December 31, 2025, with the hope that activities will be sustained through 
other funding sources.  
 
The Ramirez June Initiative  
The Ramirez June Initiative was created through a partnership with the NYS Office for New Americans (ONA), 
which is part of the NYS Department of State, to support new Americans with developmental disabilities and 
their families who face complex barriers in accessing developmental disabilities services. This innovative project 
was the first of its kind in the nation. The initiative was named after two new American families who live NYS, 
the Ramírez family and the family of Siewling (June) Lum. The ONA Ramirez June Initiative helped new 
Americans with developmental disabilities and their families connect with vital resources, information, and 
services. The Ramirez June Initiative also engaged with the wider new American disability community in NYS to 
better understand barriers. Although this CDD grant ended, ONA continues to fund project activities through its 
own budget.  
 
For information about more cross-system collaborations and other projects, click here. 
 

Trainings 
The New York State Parenting Education Partnership (NYSPEP), a project supported by NYS Office of 
Mental Health and NYS Office of Children and Family Services, offers free webinars and in-person trainings for 
professionals working with families. Registration is still open for the following events. 
Fall Webinars 

• Breaking Barriers: How to Communicate with Parents & Guardians in Meaningful Ways 
w/RobinAnn McGonigle 
Thursday, November 6, 2025, 12-1:30pm 

• Addressing Math Myths: The First Steps in Overcoming Math-Related Stress & Anxiety  
w/Yu Jiang & Athena Novack 
Wednesday, November 12, 2025, 12:30-2pm 

Register at NYSPEP 2025 Fall Webinar Series 
 
Strong Roots: In-Person Trainings 

• Providing Strategies and Resources for Families Guiding Social and Emotional Competencies 
w/ Deborah Collette-Cromp 
Child Care Coordination Council of the North Country, Inc., Plattsburgh, NY 
Monday, November 17, 2025, 9am - 3pm 

• Parenting and Digital/Social Media Literacy 
w/ Alexis Speck Glennon and Amanda Purington Drake 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Suffolk County, Riverhead, NY 
Monday, December 8, 2025, 9am-3pm 

• Supporting Divorcing or Separating Parents as they Navigate the Court System 
w/ Nancy Nybergh and Lesley Friedland 
FamilyKind, New York, NY 
Thursday, February 19, 2026, 10am-3pm 

Register at NYSPEP Fall 2025-26 Strong Roots Series 
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Resources 
Family Toolkit  
The Family Toolkit was developed to provide families and caregivers with 
valuable tips, suggestions, and resources to support children’s healthy 
development and well-being. Whether there are concerns about a child’s 
behavior or development, the toolkit offers helpful insight and guidance. 
It includes a roadmap poster, brochures (digital/print), and business cards that 
can be used. The Family Toolkit is available in 12 different languages, helping 
more families engage with and benefit from these materials- regardless of their 
primary language.  
 

Useful Links and Tools 

Go here to view our downloadable running list of NYS SOC Useful Links and Tools! This document will be 
updated as new resources are found. Pay notice to the “Last Updated On” date at the bottom of the document 
to assure you have the most current list of useful links and tools. 
 

Organizations whose work aligns with SOC Work! 
Have you signed up for these Listservs/Newsletters? 

ACT for Youth OMH NYS Trauma-Informed Network Resource Center 

Behavioral Health News (BHN) PeerTAC 

Center for Practice Innovations Project TEACH 

Child Mind Institute 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 

Administration (SAMHSA) 

Collective Impact Forum 
The Community Technical Assistance Center of New York 

(CTAC) 

National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) 
The Evidence-Based Treatment Dissemination Center 

(EBTDC) 

National Training & Technical Assistance Center (NTTAC) 
The Managed Care Technical Assistance Center of New 

York (MCTAC) 

National Wraparound Initiative (NWI) The National Academy for State Health Policy (NASHP) 

NY Health Home Coalition UCONN School of Social Work TA TELEGRAM 

NYS DOH Health Homes  

NYS SOC Links to Highlight 
Keep up to date on all things NYS SOC by visiting our website! 
Be sure to bookmark us while you’re there! 
 

Did you miss a SOC Newsletter?  
Go here to access our archive of past NYS Systems of Care monthly Newsletters. 
 

SPARK! 
SPARK some thoughts, conversations, and initiatives using the newest addition to SOC content, the SPARK e-
mails! The purpose of these e-mails is to provide a tool and/or resource that is intended to spark an idea to assist 
local teams in further implementing the Systems of Care framework. Go here to see the monthly SPARK archive. 

 

Subscribe to (or unsubscribe from) the NYS Systems of Care Listserv by emailing Jessica.Stanis@omh.ny.gov. 
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