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Children’s System Support Unit Updates 
System of Care 
System of Care Grant Projected 
The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) updated their grant opportunity 
forecast earlier in December. It indicates that a new notice of funding opportunity (NOFO SM-26-13) for the 
Children’s Mental Health Initiative (i.e., System of Care Expansion grant) is estimated for release on February 
17, 2026. If your local SOC is planning on applying, keeping your eye out for 
notices. https://www.samhsa.gov/grants/grants-dashboard/forecasts 
 
System of Care County Collaborative 
The next System of Care County Collaborative will be held on Wednesday, January 14, 2026, from 1:00 – 
2:00pm. These meetings are a valuable opportunity to:  

• Learn from successful System of Care initiatives across the state.  

• Share what’s working and explore strategies to address challenges.  

• Engage in peer learning and brainstorming with colleagues.  
 

Who Should Attend? Professionals and leaders working with children, youth, young adults, and families in 
their county’s System of Care. To receive calendar invites for these sessions, please email 
Angela.Keller@omh.ny.gov.  

School Health Assessment and Performance Evaluation (SHAPE)  

Spotlight on SHAPE 
SHAPE is a free, easy-to-use online platform that helps schools and districts map out their mental health 
supports, identify strengths, and plan for improvement. With various assessments, customized reports, and 
planning tools, SHAPE makes it easier to build strong, sustainable mental health systems for staff and 
students. We encourage schools, districts, BOCES, and partners to take a look at the SHAPE System this 
month-sign up today or reach out to us at shape@omh.ny.gov for support in getting started. 
 
School District Office Hours 
Thank you to everyone who continues to join our bi-monthly School Mental Health Office Hours and contribute 
to meaningful discussions. The next session will be held on January 23, 2026, from 10:00-11:00am. These 
meetings are a valuable opportunity to:  

• Connect with peers from schools/districts across the state. 

• Share successes and challenges related to school mental health.  

 
NYS System of Care  

Monthly Update 
January 2026 
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• Learn about tools and strategies that can help advance your school/district’s mental health efforts 
To receive calendar invites for these sessions, please email shape@omh.ny.gov.  
 

Exemplars of Systems of Care Work in NYS 
Erie County is using a cross-system, data-informed approach to strengthen its crisis response. By reviewing 
data across crisis lines, mobile crisis teams, emergency departments, law enforcement, and behavioral health 
providers, partners identified where gaps exist in how and where individuals access crisis supports. This 
shared analysis revealed opportunities to improve coordination, reduce delays, and better route individuals to 
the right level of care. This collaborative approach will help to improve access to community-based crisis 
supports and demonstrates how system of care partnerships can drive meaningful, coordinated change. Click 
here to learn more. 
 

Deputy Commissioners’ Corner  
NYSDOH Adolescent Mental Health Campaign  
In 2025, the NYSDOH launched an Adolescent Mental Health Campaign aimed at destigmatizing talking about 
mental health among youth ages 12-17 and promoting access to free behavioral health care in School-Based 
Health Centers (SBHCs). In addition, the campaign provided links and information for resources related to 
mental health services for youth and their loved ones.  
 
Social media ads and posts were aired on Instagram, Facebook, Twitter/X, and Snapchat. Signage was placed 
in SBHCs and youth friendly locations, such as malls, bus shelters, and schools. In Spring 2026, the 
Department is expected to launch an extension of the campaign. Schools will also be able to request youth-
focused promotional items and print material will be available for SBHCs to order through June of 2026.  
 
To date, the campaign has generated over 133,000 website hits, 89,000 of which came from social media ads, 
and 1,860 social media engagements, such as post comments, post shares, and post likes. 
 
Below is the link to the campaign’s webpage: 
https://www.health.ny.gov/facilities/school_based_health_centers/mental_health.htm  
 
NYSDOH Children and Youth with Special Health Care Needs Funding  
Award letters have been released for the NYSDOH Children and Youth with Special Health Care Needs 
(CYSHCN) Program to allocate $3M in state funding to eligible local health departments for the grant year 
10/1/25-9/30/26 to support local projects. These community-based projects will focus on the enhancement of 
physical and/or recreational spaces to support CYSHCN and their families, or social support opportunities for 
CYSHCN.  
 
Examples of community-based projects include, but are not limited to:  

• Social and/or physical activity programs for CYSHCN.  
• The creation of a train the trainer program for CYSHCN.  
• Support for a peer support model for CYSHCN and/or their families.  
• Creation of an accessible community garden for CYSHCN.  
• Addition of adaptive and assistive swings and other play equipment for CYSHCN.  
• Development of a project to support CYSHCN who are non-native English speakers or experience 

additional health disparities.  
• Facilitation of wellness activities for parents or caregivers of CYSHCN. 

 
Deputy Commissioners’ Workgroup Membership: CCF (Vanessa Threatte, Elana Marton, Chris Tosado, Kristin 
Weller, Patricia Persell, Meghan Glass), Council of Developmental Disabilities (Formerly DDPC) (Kristin Proud, Jennifer 
Goldman), DCJS (Tom Andriola, Damon Bacote), DOH (April Hamilton, Myla Harrison, Suzanne Swan, Colette Poulin, 
Kirsten Siegenthaler), DOL (Dana Politis), Empire Fellows (Kennetha Glover, Ocesa Keaton), Justice Center (Davin 
Robinson, Serena Sturman-Pupons), OASAS (Bridget Hartman-DeCenzo , Esteban Ramos, Pat Lincourt, Maria Morris 
Groves, Sam Kawola), OCFS (Gail Geohagen-Pratt, Jason DeSantis, Nina Aledort, Homero Martinez, Damien Pratt, Nora 
Yates, Joyce Connolly), OMH (Dr. Audrey Erazo-Trivino, Bonnie Catlin, Angela Keller, Meredith Ray-LaBatt, Sarah 
Kuriakose, Nancy Pepe, Matt Perkins), OPWDD (Jill Pettinger, Abiba Kindo, Josh Olsen, Rachel Baker), SED (Gemma 

mailto:shape@omh.ny.gov
https://crisistocare.org/
https://crisistocare.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/CrisisToCare-Dec-2025-Status-Report.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/741db691101/a9a1e1b1-8d04-430e-a34b-98dea4d16411.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/741db691101/a9a1e1b1-8d04-430e-a34b-98dea4d16411.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.health.ny.gov/facilities/school_based_health_centers/mental_health.htm


Rinefierd, Suzanne Bolling), OTDA (Cheryl Contento, Valerie Figueroa), SOFA (Alana Stelline, Michael Gunn), OPDV 
(Elizabeth Bliss), Governor’s Office (Holly Saupp) 
 

Trainings 
The New York State Parenting Education Partnership (NYSPEP), a project supported by NYS Office of 
Mental Health and NYS Office of Children and Family Services, offers free webinars and in-person trainings for 
professionals working with families. Registration is still open for the following events. 
 
Strong Roots: In-Person Trainings 

• Supporting Divorcing or Separating Parents as they Navigate the Court System 
w/ Nancy Nybergh and Lesley Friedland 
FamilyKind, New York, NY 
Thursday, February 19, 2026, 10am-3pm 

 
Register at NYSPEP Fall 2025-26 Strong Roots Series 
 

Resources 
Family Toolkit  
The Family Toolkit was developed to provide families and caregivers with 
valuable tips, suggestions, and resources to support children’s healthy 
development and well-being. Whether there are concerns about a child’s 
behavior or development, the toolkit offers helpful insight and guidance. 
It includes a roadmap poster, brochures (digital/print), and business cards that 
can be used. The Family Toolkit is available in 12 different languages, helping 
more families engage with and benefit from these materials- regardless of their 
primary language.  
 
Minor Consent: 
Information was recently sent to announce recent changes to both Mental Hygiene Law and Public Health Law, 
increasing access to care and the ability to consent for a new added group of youth under the age of 18, who 
can now consent to treatment without parental consent: https://omh.ny.gov/omhweb/guidance/omh-minors-
rights-memo.pdf. 
 

Useful Links and Tools 

Go here to view our downloadable running list of NYS SOC Useful Links and Tools! This document will be 
updated as new resources are found. Pay notice to the “Last Updated On” date at the bottom of the document 
to assure you have the most current list of useful links and tools. 
 

Organizations whose work aligns with SOC Work! 
Have you signed up for these Listservs/Newsletters? 

ACT for Youth OMH NYS Trauma-Informed Network Resource Center 

Behavioral Health News (BHN) PeerTAC 

Center for Practice Innovations Project TEACH 

Child Mind Institute 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 

Administration (SAMHSA) 

Collective Impact Forum 
The Community Technical Assistance Center of New York 

(CTAC) 

National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) 
The Evidence-Based Treatment Dissemination Center 

(EBTDC) 

National Training & Technical Assistance Center (NTTAC) 
The Managed Care Technical Assistance Center of New 

York (MCTAC) 

National Wraparound Initiative (NWI) The National Academy for State Health Policy (NASHP) 

NY Health Home Coalition UCONN School of Social Work TA TELEGRAM 

NYS DOH Health Homes  
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NYS SOC Links to Highlight 
Keep up to date on all things NYS SOC by visiting our website! 
Be sure to bookmark us while you’re there! 
 

Did you miss a SOC Newsletter?  
Go here to access our archive of past NYS Systems of Care monthly Newsletters. 
 

SPARK! 
SPARK some thoughts, conversations, and initiatives using the newest addition to SOC content, the SPARK e-
mails! The purpose of these e-mails is to provide a tool and/or resource that is intended to spark an idea to assist 
local teams in further implementing the Systems of Care framework. Go here to see the monthly SPARK archive. 

 

Subscribe to (or unsubscribe from) the NYS Systems of Care Listserv by emailing Jessica.Stanis@omh.ny.gov. 
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