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Exemplars of SOC Work

What’s Great in Our State Nominations

The planning committee for the Children’s Mental Health Awareness Day event is seeking nominations to honor
individuals, communities, schools, and organizations across New York State that are making a difference in the
field of children and youth mental health. Selected honorees will be recognized at the New York State What's
Great in Our State (WGIOS) Children's Mental Health Awareness celebration on May 5, 2026.

Here’s your opportunity to recognize those who are doing outstanding work!

Our annual recognition focuses on the following six categories:
. Youth/Young Adult

Family/Caregiver

Lifetime

Systems of Care Community

Organization or Community Group

School or School District

The nomination form includes descriptions of each award category to help guide your submission. You can
access the nomination by clicking here. The deadline for nominations is February 6, 2026.

Any questions about the nominating process or event can be submitted via email to wgios@omh.ny.gov .

Children’s System Support Unit Updates

System of Care

System of Care County Collaborative
The next System of Care County Collaborative will be held on Wednesday, March 11, 2026, from 1:00 —
2:00pm. These meetings are a valuable opportunity to:

e Learn from successful System of Care initiatives across the state.
e Share what’s working and explore strategies to address challenges.
e Engage in peer learning and brainstorming with colleagues.

Who Should Attend? Professionals and leaders working with children, youth, young adults, and families in their
county’s System of Care.

To receive calendar invites for these sessions, please email Angela.Keller@omh.ny.gov.



https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=6rhs9AB5EE2M64Dowcge5_Z-nUbAPcxGjMwdp9sKsZhUMFdFTjlIU0UxUkNHQkFEMlcxRkFQTk1ITC4u
mailto:wgios@omh.ny.gov
mailto:Angela.Keller@omh.ny.gov
https://nyssoc.com/

Exemplars of Systems of Care Work in NYS

Recent news articles have highlighted work and recognition in Niagara County.

Laura Kelemen, LCSW-R, Director of Community Services for Niagara County and Chair of the NYS
Conference of Local Mental Hygiene Directors, has been elected to the Board of Directors of the National
Association of County Behavioral Health and Developmental Disability Directors (NACBHCC). As a member of
the NACBHDD Board, Laura will work alongside state and county leaders from across the country to help
shape national advocacy, engagement, and priorities, with a focus on representing the needs of local
authorities.

Myrla Gibbons Doxey, MA LMFT-D, shared that she and a colleague were selected to present an educational
session at this year’s National Council 2026 Conference in Denver, CO. This is a great opportunity to highlight
their amazing partnerships and innovative work that are helping create a better system of care in Niagara
County.

For those that attended the SOC County Collaborative in November 2025, Niagara County staff provided an
overview of their SOC and their most recent successes and activities.

SOC County
Collaborative Novemt

Other Updates of Interest

System of Care Grant Projected

The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) updted their grant opportunity
forecast earlier in December. It indicates that a new notice of funding opportunity (NOFO SM-26-13) for the
Children’s Mental Health Initiative (i.e., System of Care Expansion grant) is estimated for release on February
17, 2026. If your local SOC is planning on applying, keep your eye for for notices.

https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/360976

Bringing Rural Voices Together: A Statewide Look at Behavioral
Health Needs

Rural New Yorkers have been clear about what their communities need, and this report brings those voices
together in one place. Drawing from Community Health Assessments, Community Health Improvement Plans,
and Local Services Plans across 44 rural counties, the Statewide Aggregate Rural Health Needs Analysis offers
a clear, evidence-based picture of the behavioral health challenges facing rural communities today.

From provider shortages and limited crisis services to transportation, broadband access, and stigma, the report
moves beyond anecdotes and surfaces consistent patterns that demand coordinated action. Reading this
analysis is an opportunity to understand the shared realities of rural counties, identify gaps that require statewide
solutions, and ground future planning, funding, and policy decisions in what communities themselves are
reporting.

Click Here to read the full report

Project TEACH Updates

Our mission is to strengthen and support the ability of New York's Maternal Health and Pediatric Primary Care
Providers (PCPs) to deliver care to children and families who experience mild-to-moderate mental health
concerns.


https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/360976
https://nysarh.org/sarhna-mental-health/

This month's Project TEACH newsletter is now available! Click here to read the full newsletter

Key highlights include:

o Expanded Training Access On-site core trainings are now open to any professional working with the
perinatal population. We encourage you to share these training opportunities widely within your
networks and on your listservs.

o New Toolkit Available The child/adolescent mental health care toolkit is now complete and available
for download on the Project TEACH website. This toolkit will be introduced during the spring
intensive/foundational training event in April, but you can access it at www.projectteachny.org

Children’s Waiver Updates

Update to Children and Youth Evaluation Services (C-YES) Transition Below is notice which provides
information on how local departments of social services, school districts, service providers, care management
agencies, families, and other community partners can refer a child/youth for the Children’s Waiver, as of
January 1, 2026. Questions on this notice can be sent to CYESConnect@health.ny.gov.

Children's Waiver
C-YES Referral Clarific

School Health Assessment and Performance Evaluation (SHAPE)
New to The SHAPE System

The School Health Assessment and Performance Evaluation (SHAPE) System is a FREE public-access, web-
based platform that offers schools, districts, and states/territories a workspace and targeted resources to
support school mental health quality improvement. SHAPE was developed by the National Center for School
Mental Health (NCSMH) at the University of Maryland School of Medicine, in partnership with the field, to
increase the quality and sustainability of comprehensive school mental health systems.

NYS Office of Mental Health has been promoting and supporting its use in school and districts since 2019. We
want to take the opportunity to share two new features:

e Once registered on the platform, users can access Learn & Share SHAPE. This tab provides a number
of resources to schools and districts who are considering or just beginning to use The SHAPE System.
Resources include an overview, a flyer to recruit participants, explanations on how SHAPE can be
beneficial, overview of assessments, how to form a SHAPE team, and more.

e There is now available a School Mental Health Quality Assessment — Preschool Version available! We
all know that providing mental health supports at as early an age as possible changes outcomes for
children as they age.

We hope that the education system will continue to utilize the many free resources on this site
(https://theshapesystem.com).

MHANYS School Mental Health Summer Academy- Call for Proposals

Have you had great success implementing mental health education in schools? We want to hear your story!
The School Mental Health Resource & Training Center of MHANYS is requesting proposals for the 2026
Summer Academy, to be held Tuesday, August 11th and Wednesday, August 12th, 2026. The theme for
this year is Showcase of Success: Celebrating 10 Years of Mental Health Education in Schools. Panel
presentations as well as solo and dyad presentations are welcome.

Click here to learn more and submit a proposal!
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School District Office Hours

Thank you all who joined us for our bi-monthly NYS OMH School Mental Health Office Hours throughout the
year! We’ve appreciated the opportunity to connect, share successes, highlight strategies and support one
another in advancing high-quality school mental health systems.

The next session will be held February 27, 2026, at 10am. These meetings are a valuable opportunity to:
¢ Connect with peers from schools/districts across the state.
e Share successes and challenges related to school mental health.

To receive calendar invites for these sessions, please email shape@omh.ny.gov.

Deputy Commissioners’ Corner
NYS Department of Labor Department News

DreamLink NY: Strengthening Cross-System Pathways to Employment for New York's Youths

The New York State Department of Labor (NYSDOL) is pleased to provide an update on DreamLink NY, a
vital statewide initiative designed to enhance collaboration across New York's systems of care. This initiative
focuses on improving how education, workforce, health, and community services are integrated to support
youth and young adults with disabilities as they transition from school to meaningful employment and
independent living.

A Coordinated Approach to Youth Transition

DreamLink NY addresses the complexities faced by young people with disabilities who often navigate multiple
public systems. By strengthening coordination among key programs, including those funded by the Workforce
Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA), education services, vocational rehabilitation, and behavioral health
supports, the initiative ensures a more seamless and effective transition.

Key priorities of this coordinated approach include:

o Streamlined Service Navigation: Ensuring youth and families can easily access and understand
available supports.

¢ Youth Voice and Family Engagement: Actively involving young people and their families in planning and
decision-making.

o Development of Career Pathways: Creating clear routes to employment through work-based learning
opportunities.

o Skills and Credential Attainment: Focusing on developing the skills and credentials necessary for
successful employment outcomes.

¢ Integrated Support Services: Ensuring access to essential mental health and community-based
supports.

Building State and Regional Capacity for Impact

NYSDOL has invested in a robust staffing and delivery model that supports both statewide alignment and
strong regional implementation. This model leverages the central role of local workforce development boards in
delivering services at the community level.

o Statewide Coordination: A dedicated DreamLink NY Project Coordinator ensures consistency and
alignment across the state.


mailto:shape@omh.ny.gov

¢ Local Navigation: Dream Navigators, embedded within local workforce systems, provide individualized
guidance to youth and families.

e Cross-Sector Partnerships: Dream Connectors foster collaboration among workforce, education,
health, and community-based organizations, ensuring services are responsive and accessible.

This collaborative framework ensures that services are regionally informed, employer-connected, and
integrated into existing workforce infrastructure. Implementation is currently underway in the Capital Region,
Nassau County, Monroe County, and Columbia and Greene Counties.

Systems Impact and Strategic Alignment
DreamLink NY reinforces improvements by integrating coordination into existing structures, rather than
creating parallel processes. Early implementation is yielding significant benefits:

e Enhanced Cross-Agency Coordination: More consistent collaboration around shared populations.
e Clearer Pathways: Improved navigability for youth and families.

¢ Reduced Duplication: Greater efficiency through shared planning and role clarity.

o Data-Driven Decisions: Better use of data to track outcomes and inform future strategies.

o Regional Flexibility: A consistent statewide framework that allows for local adaptation.

This initiative directly aligns with Governor Hochul's Executive Order 40 promoting employment, inclusion, and
economic participation for New Yorkers with disabilities. By strengthening pathways to education and
employment, DreamLink NY not only supports individual opportunity but also contributes to New York's
broader workforce development goals.

For further information or to explore opportunities for alignment, please contact:

@ DreamLinkNY@labor.ny.qov

https://dol.ny.gov/dreamlink-NY

Deputy Commissioners’ Workgroup Membership: CCF (Vanessa Threatte, Elana Marton, Chris Tosado, Kristin Weller, Patricia
Persell, Meghan Glass), Council of Developmental Disabilities (Formerly DDPC) (Kristin Proud, Jennifer Goldman), DCJS (Tom
Andriola, Damon Bacote), DOH (April Hamilton, Myla Harrison, Suzanne Swan, Colette Poulin, Kirsten Siegenthaler), DOL (Dana
Politis), Empire Fellows (Kennetha Glover, Ocesa Keaton), Justice Center (Davin Robinson, Serena Sturman-Pupons), OASAS
(Bridget Hartman-DeCenzo , Esteban Ramos, Pat Lincourt, Maria Morris Groves, Sam Kawola), OCFS (Gail Geohagen-Pratt, Jason
DeSantis, Nina Aledort, Homero Martinez, Damien Pratt, Nora Yates, Joyce Connolly), OMH (Dr. Audrey Erazo-Trivino, Bonnie Catlin,
Angela Keller, Meredith Ray-LaBatt, Matt Perkins), OPWDD (Jill Pettinger, Abiba Kindo, Josh Olsen, Rachel Baker), SED (Gemma
Rinefierd, Suzanne Bolling), OTDA (Cheryl Contento, Valerie Figueroa), SOFA (Alana Stelline, Michael Gunn), OPDV (Elizabeth Bliss),
Governor’s Office (Holly Saupp)

Useful Links and Tools

Go here to view our downloadable running list of NYS SOC Useful Links and Tools! This document will be
updated as new resources are found. Pay notice to the “Last Updated On” date at the bottom of the document
to assure you have the most current list of useful links and tools.

Funding Opportunity
OMH Funding Opportunity: Ukraine Refugee Health Program

The New York State Office of Mental Health has issued a request for proposals to increase awareness,
improve care coordination, and enhance the delivery of quality mental health services to Ukrainian
communities throughout the state.

As Ukrainian communities continue establishing themselves in the United States, it is critical to ensure that
they have access to timely, culturally responsive, and linguistically appropriate mental health care. Mental
health providers, interpreters, and disability assistance partners serving Ukrainian populations should be
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knowledgeable about the cultural contexts and unique challenges that may affect access to and engagement
with services.

Details on the Ukraine Refugee Health Program can be found on the OMH website:
https://omh.ny.gov/omhweb/rfp/2026/urhp/index.html

Organizations whose work aligns with SOC Work!
Have you signed up for these Listservs/Newsletters?

ACT for Youth OMH NYS Trauma-Informed Network Resource Center
Behavioral Health News (BHN) PeerTAC
Center for Practice Innovations Project TEACH

Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (SAMHSA)
The Community Technical Assistance Center of New York

Child Mind Institute

Collective Impact Forum

(CTAC)
National Alliance on Mental lliness (NAMI) The Evidence-Based Treatment Dissemination Center
(EBTDC)
: - : . The Managed Care Technical Assistance Center of New
National Training & Technical Assistance Center (NTTAC) York (MCTAC)
National Wraparound Initiative (NWI) The National Academy for State Health Policy (NASHP)
NY Health Home Coalition UCONN School of Social Work TA TELEGRAM

NYS DOH Health Homes

NYS SOC Links to Highlight
Keep up to date on all things NYS SOC by visiting our website!

Be sure to bookmark us while you're there!

Did you miss a SOC Newsletter?
Go here to access our archive of past NYS Systems of Care monthly Newsletters.

SPARK!

SPARK some thoughts, conversations, and initiatives using the newest addition to SOC content, the SPARK e-
mails! The purpose of these e-mails is to provide a tool and/or resource that is intended to spark an idea to assist
local teams in further implementing the Systems of Care framework. Go here to see the monthly SPARK archive.

Subscribe to (or unsubscribe from) the NYS Systems of Care Listserv by emailing Jessica Stanis.

? :
288

We've got time to listen SUICIDE

Text “GotS5” to 741741 to start a conversation & C R | Sl S
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https://omh.ny.gov/omhweb/suicide_prevention/cp.html
https://omh.ny.gov/omhweb/rfp/2026/urhp/index.html
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/5Z2sCw9
https://www.traumainformedny.org/
https://behavioralhealthnews.org/subscribe/
https://confirmsubscription.com/h/y/CFD10914D119AAF1
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001czFxcSM_t3lCfB-HwRQQJJ0bwU2qSTUE
https://projectteachny.org/stay-in-touch/
https://childmind.org/
https://samhsa.us4.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=d0780dc94825e65acd61c17dc&id=ee1c4b138c
https://samhsa.us4.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=d0780dc94825e65acd61c17dc&id=ee1c4b138c
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/1752856/1731921.624336209/
https://confirmsubscription.com/h/i/15b3413894d41bf9
https://confirmsubscription.com/h/i/15b3413894d41bf9
https://my.nami.org/Join-NAMI/Register
https://ideas4kidsmentalhealth.us18.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=f7a0646202e720b34a72fe4c0&id=50d7545eea
https://ideas4kidsmentalhealth.us18.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=f7a0646202e720b34a72fe4c0&id=50d7545eea
https://nttacmentalhealth.org/contact-us/get-the-latest/
https://confirmsubscription.com/h/i/D3AE5DE08EEEA7C6
https://confirmsubscription.com/h/i/D3AE5DE08EEEA7C6
https://nwi.pdx.edu/archived-nwi-newsletters/
https://nashp.org/
https://hhcoalition.org/
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/7zbOSMA/InnovationsTelegram?source_id=66d28e29-8fac-4f71-919d-1e5232bed338&source_type=em&c=
https://www.health.ny.gov/health_care/medicaid/program/medicaid_health_homes/listserv.htm
https://nyssoc.com/
https://nyssoc.com/soc-resources/
https://nyssoc.com/monthy-sparks/
mailto:Jessica.Stanis@omh.ny.gov
https://omh.ny.gov/omhweb/crisis/988.html

