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What’s Great in Our State Registration Now !

“What's Great in Our State,” our annual Children’s Mental Health Awareness event on Tuesday, May 5, 2026,
from 9:00am-2:30pm (doors open at 8:00am for check-in). This event celebrates the incredible work of programs,
agencies, educators, parents, and youth who make a difference in children’s social-emotional health and well-
being across New York State

Attendees will enjoy:
Keynote Speaker
. Recognition of the 2026 Honorees
. Networking Opportunities
. Workshops
. Light Breakfast & Boxed Lunch
Scan the above QR code or Click Here to register-

Children’s System Support Unit Updates

System of Care

System of Care County Collaborative

The next System of Care County Collaborative will be held on Wednesday, May 13, 2026, from 1:00 — 2:00pm.
These meetings are a valuable opportunity to:

e Learn from successful System of Care initiatives across the state.
e Share what’s working and explore strategies to address challenges.
e Engage in peer learning and brainstorming with colleagues.


https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=6rhs9AB5EE2M64Dowcge51CEkqqLL6RMpqKtCbvzsd9UNzBVRElEQk0zTk9MNzlXUzYwRUNMRktBMC4u&route=shorturl
https://nyssoc.com/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=6rhs9AB5EE2M64Dowcge51CEkqqLL6RMpqKtCbvzsd9UNzBVRElEQk0zTk9MNzlXUzYwRUNMRktBMC4u&route=shorturl

Who Should Attend? Professionals and leaders working with children, youth, young adults, and families in their
county’s System of Care.

To receive calendar invites for these sessions, please email Angela.Keller@omh.ny.gov.

Other Updates of Interest

System of Care Toolbox Released

The Collaborative for Children, Family, and Community Well-Being, administered by the Center for Applied
Research (CARS), released a System of Care Toolbox recently. The System of Care Toolbox is intended to
serve as a nationwide “one-stop-shop” collection of resources related to the system of care (SOC) approach.
Resources included in the toolbox are intended to be widely used and available to anyone working with and on
behalf of children, youth, and families — regardless of role, affiliation, or experience level.
https://www.cfccollaborative.org/system-of-care-toolbox/

Homebased Crisis Intervention (HBCI) Programs

The OMH Adult & Children’s Crisis team has released a map outlining locations of HBCI programs and
contacts. The map is also accessible from the Comprehensive Crisis Response System OMH webpage under
HBCI. Click Here to access the information the map Home Based Crisis Intervention (HBCI) Programs

Join the Conversation: Healing in a Changing Climate

As we prepare for the 12th Annual In My Mind 2SLGBTQIA+/SGL Black
. and People of Color Mental Health Conference (IMM26) this October, you
are invited to an upcoming virtual panel discussion:

“Healing in a Changing Climate: Mental Health, Climate, and
Community Power”

Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2026

= Time: 12:30 PM

4 i = This timely conversation will center the lived experiences of communities
HM M i in the Global South, exploring how climate change is shaping mental
health, resilience, and collective healing. Panelists will offer critical
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IN A CHANGING insights on the intersection of environmental change and community well-

...Gwmwmﬁ',.‘..'"ﬂmJE_ being. The discussion will be moderated by a two-time Emmy Award-

CLIMATE, AND COMMUNITY POWER

A28 B R winning journalist, formerly of CBS News and ABC Channel 7.
: Register here: https://tinyurl.com/IMM26-Discuss

Walking with, Not Fixing: A Guide to Ethical, Effective Peer Support in
Clinical Settings

As peer support continues to expand within the system of care, we must ensure supervision protects the
integrity of the role rather than reshaping it into a clinical function.

As Nancy Atchue reminds us, “Peer support is not clinical care. And when peer supervision starts to sound too
much like clinical supervision, the peer role slowly begins to reshape itself.” In a system grounded in recovery,

relationships, person-centered care, and lived experience, that distinction is essential. “Peers are not emerging
clinicians...their expertise is different...Supervision should strengthen that identity, not blur it.” This positions
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fqa-omh.ny.gov%2Fomhweb%2Fchildservice%2Fhbci-map.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CTiara.Springer-Love%40omh.ny.gov%7C784fa27a175a40c9ddf808de8426ae09%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C639093498816449172%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5q0%2FNRSJuiyZEBya%2FfykvuqPylrWJShWyf%2FpJc1hwzo%3D&reserved=0
https://tinyurl.com/IMM26-Discuss

supervision as a critical system-level function, not just a managerial task. It should be seen as a practice that
keeps peers grounded, ethical, and sustained.

“This is not therapy. It is responsible leadership.” When done well, supervision protects what makes peer
support powerful by safeguarding trust across the system of care, recognizing that “when peers stay clear,
participants stay connected. And connection is often where recovery begins.”

Read the full article here” https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/when-supervision-quietly-changes-peer-role-nancy-
atchue-fofzc/?trackingld=kSF2k4IrR9qlUJc3sLrivAQ%3D%3D

The Indigenous Health and Wellbeing Promotion (IHAWP) Program at
Native American Community Services (NACS) Spring 2026 Virtual
Training Opportunities

Overview of Native American Cultural Competency

This virtual session will include a screening and discussion of the very powerful documentary, “Unseen Tears —
the Impact of Native American Boarding Schools in Western New York.” There will be opportunities to discuss
and debrief the content of this documentary and how the residual dynamics continue to affect current service
delivery.

Thursday, May 7, 2026, 9 am — 12:30 pm

Register Here: https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/Mcn6QiRDRHWCIQO0IzCmdag

Introduction to Native American Cultural Competency

This virtual session will include a screening and discussion of the “We Shall Remain” video and how historical
trauma expands our understanding of Trauma-Informed Care.

Thursday, April 9, 6:30 — 8 pm

Register Here: https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/grRCksWYTOmhjcal jlk8hA

These trainings are virtual, free, and open to anyone. If you have more questions contact Pete Hill (pronouns - he,
him, his), PHill@nacswny.org or716-574-8981.

NYS OMH Hudson River Region Community Engagement Sessions

)"‘7 YW, | Office of In partnership with the Hudson River

\JTATE | Mental Health Region Directors of Community Services

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT SESSIONS

WE WANT TO HEAR
FROM YOU! I

Children, youth adults, older adults, and families are all welcome!

The 2023 Community Engagement Sessions took OMH across New York. Now, we are returning to share what
we did with your feedback and hear more about your needs and your ideas! There will be sessions in Troy in
Rensselaer County and Yonkers in Westchester County.
Session Details:
Tuesday, April 21, 6 p.m. — 8 p.m. and Wednesday, April 22, 10 a.m. — 12 p.m.
Lansingburgh Boys and Girls Club, 501 4™ Ave, Troy, NY 12182
Yonkers Public Library — Grinton I. Will Branch, 1500 Central Park Ave, Yonkers, NY 10710
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Register Here! https://tinyurl.com/4m98jwyk
Questions: feedbackoapss@ombh.ny.gov

The sessions are open to all community members! Children, youth, adults, older adults, and families are
welcome. There will be breakout groups specifically for young people.

We especially want to hear from people who receive or have received mental health services, and
people who have wanted to get services but haven’t. We are asking for help from peer workers and
other mental health providers, advocates, and anyone who works with people participating in mental
health programs. Please share this information with the people you work with so all voices can be
heard!

Please register in advance using the link or QR code below. The registration form has space to describe any
accessibility needs you have. If you need ASL or other language interpretation, please register by April 1 or as
soo_rIL_ as __Eossible. feedbackoapss@omh.ny.gov

Project TEACH Spring 2026 Intensive Training Program —
Two-Day, In-Person CME Event!

This program will enhance a healthcare provider’s skills to assess, treat and manage mental health concerns in
child and adolescent patients. The focus is to provide helpful tools and strategies for primary care clinicians
who are treating pediatric patients and their families. This event offers presentations by Project TEACH’s
expert team of child and adolescent psychiatrists along with primary care clinicians.

Session Details
Dates: Sunday, April 19th . 8:30am - 5:00 pm & Monday, April 20th . 8:30 am - 4:30 pm
Location: Rochester, NY Area Woodcliff Hotel* - Event Center 199 Woodcliff Drive, Fairport, NY 14450
CME: Up to 15.0 CME available
Tuition: No-cost for PCCs in New York
Information/RSVP: https://projectteachny.org/events/child-adolescent-mental-health-intensive-training-2/
Registration Deadline: 4/10/26

FREE Multi-Session Online Cultural Humility Training

Beyond Western Framework: Haudenosaunee World View, Responsibility, and Relations

presented by Chief Spencer Ohsgof:da' Lyon This training series will provide an overview of Haudenosaunee
history, traditional knowledge, contemporary practices, and current challenges—so non-Indigenous
professionals can engage respectfully and effectively. Please registerforeach session separately.

March 27 from 10am - 12pm: Click here to reqister

April 10 from 12pm-2pm: Click here to reqister

May 1 from 10am-12pm: Click here to reqister

SUNY Students Encouraged To Apply for Paid Civic Internships
Available in the 2026-27 Academic Year
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MARCH 4, 2026 | Albany, NY

Governor Hochul Announces

Applications Open for 2026-27
Empire State Service Corps
Program

See Governor Hochul’s press release on Empire State Service Corps open to SUNY — undergraduate and
graduate — students: https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-applications-open-2026-
27-empire-state-service-corps-program. These opportunities include a wider variety of roles, including:

Mental Health Support: Students will be trained to serve as a mental health educator, supporting peers or
community members either on- or off-campus with building strong mental health practices and overall wellness
initiatives. Promote well-being by expanding access to mental health resources, prevention efforts, and
supportive services

Deadline to Apply: April 17, 2026: Click here https://www.suny.edu/student-
experience/essc/?utm_campaign=ESSC2026application&utm_medium=press-release&utm_source=media

School Health Assessment and Performance Evaluation (SHAPE)
New to The SHAPE System

The School Health Assessment and Performance Evaluation (SHAPE) System is a FREE public-access, web-
based platform that offers schools, districts, and states/territories a workspace and targeted resources to
support school mental health quality improvement. SHAPE was developed by the National Center for School
Mental Health (NCSMH) at the University of Maryland School of Medicine, in partnership with the field, to
increase the quality and sustainability of comprehensive school mental health systems.

NYS Office of Mental Health has been promoting and supporting its use in school and districts since 2019. We
want to take the opportunity to share two new features:

e Once registered on the platform, users can access Learn & Share SHAPE. This tab provides a number
of resources to schools and districts who are considering or just beginning to use The SHAPE System.
Resources include an overview, a flyer to recruit participants, explanations on how SHAPE can be
beneficial, overview of assessments, how to form a SHAPE team, and more.

e There is now available a School Mental Health Quality Assessment — Preschool Version available! We
all know that providing mental health supports at as early an age as possible changes outcomes for
children as they age.

We hope that the education system will continue to utilize the many free resources on this site
(https://theshapesystem.com).

School District Office Hours

Thank you all who joined us for our bi-monthly NYS OMH School Mental Health Office Hours throughout the
year! We've appreciated the opportunity to connect, share successes, highlight strategies and support one
another in advancing high-quality school mental health systems.

The next session will be held April 24, 2026, at 10am. These meetings are a valuable opportunity to:
e Connect with peers from schools/districts across the state.
e Share successes and challenges related to school mental health.

To receive calendar invites for these sessions, please email shape@ombh.ny.gov.
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Useful Links and Tools

Go here to view our downloadable running list of NYS SOC Useful Links and Tools! This document will be
updated as new resources are found. Pay notice to the “Last Updated On” date at the bottom of the document
to assure you have the most current list of useful links and tools.

Funding Opportunity

Looking for funding check the OMH procurement page ( https://omh.ny.qov/iomhweb/rfp/ ) frequently.

Latest OMH Funding Opportunity: Community Based Diversion Programs

The Office of Mental Health announces funds for the development or enhancement of diversion programs.
Programs should be rooted in evidence-based programming or emerging promising practice. The goal of diversion
programs is to reduce the risk of criminal justice involvement for adults with behavioral health needs. Applicants
must already be administering services in the following counties:

Cayuga

Essex

Franklin
Montgomery
Madison

Oneida

St. Lawrence
Warren/Washington

Details on the Community Based Diversion Programs can be found on the OMH website:
https://omh.ny.gov/omhweb/rfp/2026/cbdp/community based diversion rfp.pdf

Organizations whose work aligns with SOC Work!
Have you signed up for these Listservs/Newsletters?

ACT for Youth OMH NYS Trauma-Informed Network Resource Center
Behavioral Health News (BHN) PeerTAC
Center for Practice Innovations Project TEACH

Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (SAMHSA)
The Community Technical Assistance Center of New York

Child Mind Institute

Collective Impact Forum

(CTAC)
National Alliance on Mental lliness (NAMI) The Evidence-Based Treatment Dissemination Center
(EBTDC)
: - : . The Managed Care Technical Assistance Center of New
National Training & Technical Assistance Center (NTTAC) York (MCTAC)
National Wraparound Initiative (NWI) The National Academy for State Health Policy (NASHP)
NY Health Home Coalition UCONN School of Social Work TA TELEGRAM

NYS DOH Health Homes

NYS SOC Links to Highlight
Keep up to date on all things NYS SOC by visiting our website!

Be sure to bookmark us while you're there!

Did you miss a SOC Newsletter?
Go here to access our archive of past NYS Systems of Care monthly Newsletters.
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https://confirmsubscription.com/h/i/15b3413894d41bf9
https://confirmsubscription.com/h/i/15b3413894d41bf9
https://my.nami.org/Join-NAMI/Register
https://ideas4kidsmentalhealth.us18.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=f7a0646202e720b34a72fe4c0&id=50d7545eea
https://ideas4kidsmentalhealth.us18.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=f7a0646202e720b34a72fe4c0&id=50d7545eea
https://nttacmentalhealth.org/contact-us/get-the-latest/
https://confirmsubscription.com/h/i/D3AE5DE08EEEA7C6
https://confirmsubscription.com/h/i/D3AE5DE08EEEA7C6
https://nwi.pdx.edu/archived-nwi-newsletters/
https://nashp.org/
https://hhcoalition.org/
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/7zbOSMA/InnovationsTelegram?source_id=66d28e29-8fac-4f71-919d-1e5232bed338&source_type=em&c=
https://www.health.ny.gov/health_care/medicaid/program/medicaid_health_homes/listserv.htm
https://nyssoc.com/
https://nyssoc.com/soc-resources/

SPARK!

SPARK some thoughts, conversations, and initiatives using the newest addition to SOC content, the SPARK e-
mails! The purpose of these e-mails is to provide a tool and/or resource that is intended to spark an idea to assist
local teams in further implementing the Systems of Care framework. Go here to see the monthly SPARK archive.

Subscribe to (or unsubscribe from) the NYS Systems of Care Listserv by emailing Tiara Springer-Love
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We've got time to listen SUICIDE

Text "Got5” to 741741 to start a conversation & CRISIS

LIFELINE



https://omh.ny.gov/omhweb/suicide_prevention/cp.html
https://nyssoc.com/monthy-sparks/
mailto:Tiara.Springer-Love@omh.ny.gov
https://omh.ny.gov/omhweb/crisis/988.html
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