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Children’s System Support Unit Updates 
 

System of Care 
System of Care County Collaborative 
The next System of Care County Collaborative will be held on Wednesday, July 8, 2026, from 1:00 – 2:00pm.  

 
Who Should Attend? Leaders and partners in local System of Care implementation that are interested in 
sharing and learning about other counties’ successes and engaging in peer problem-solving with local 
challenges. 

No invitation needed but if you want to receive calendar invites for these sessions, please email 
SOC.TeamSharedCalendar@omh.ny.gov.  

 

 
Join the Statewide 
Family Advisory Board 
 
Parents and caregivers across New York State have a direct 
opportunity to shape mental health policy and services for 
children and youth. Families Together in NYS, on behalf of the 
NYS Office of Mental Health, is seeking individuals with lived 
experience navigating child-serving systems to join the 
Statewide Family Advisory Board.  
 
Members contribute to real system change while advising on 
programs, policies, and priorities that impact families every day. 
The role includes a mix of virtual and in-person meetings 
throughout the year, with travel covered. Apply now to bring 
your voice to the table. 
Apply By Clicking Here 
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Other Updates of Interest 

Know Your Rights: New York’s Behavioral Health Access Education 
Campaign  
 

Through June, New York State is continuing its “Real Care, Real Access to Behavioral Health Services” public 
education campaign to help residents better understand their rights to access mental health and substance use 
disorder care. Led by the New York State Office of Mental Health and the Department of Financial Services, 
the campaign raises awareness about important protections, including timely access to care, expanded 
provider networks, and coverage requirements for behavioral health services. The initiative aims to empower 
individuals and families with the information they need to navigate the behavioral health system, access 
affordable care, and advocate for their treatment needs. Learn more about the campaign and available 
resources through the New York State Office of Mental Health at OMH News Spring 2026 Newsletter and New 
York State Office of Mental Health Newsletters. 
 

School Health Assessment and Performance Evaluation (SHAPE)  

New to The SHAPE System 
 
The School Health Assessment and Performance Evaluation (SHAPE) System is a FREE public-access, web-
based platform that offers schools, districts, and states/territories a workspace and targeted resources to 
support school mental health quality improvement. SHAPE was developed by the National Center for School 
Mental Health (NCSMH) at the University of Maryland School of Medicine, in partnership with the field, to 
increase the quality and sustainability of comprehensive school mental health systems.  
 
NYS Office of Mental Health has been promoting and supporting its use in school and districts since 2019. We 
want to take the opportunity to share two new features: 

• Once registered on the platform, users can access Learn & Share SHAPE. This tab provides a number 
of resources to schools and districts who are considering or just beginning to use The SHAPE System. 
Resources include an overview, a flyer to recruit participants, explanations on how SHAPE can be 
beneficial, overview of assessments, how to form a SHAPE team, and more.  

• There is now available a School Mental Health Quality Assessment – Preschool Version available! We 
all know that providing mental health supports at as early an age as possible changes outcomes for 
children as they age. 

 
We hope that the education system will continue to utilize the many free resources on this site 
(https://theshapesystem.com).  

 
Resource Spotlight: 
NYSED Community Schools Technical Assistance Centers 
 
The New York State Education Department’s Community Schools Technical Assistance Centers (CSTACs) 
support the development, implementation, and long-term sustainability of effective community schools across 
New York State. Grounded in a whole-child approach, the community schools framework emphasizes 
meaningful family engagement, collaborative leadership, integrated systems of support, and a culture of 
belonging, safety, and care.  
 
Families are viewed as active partners in their children’s education, while stakeholders across sectors work 
together to support student success and community well-being. School and community partners can access 
webinars, tools, events, publications, and newsletter updates through the NYS Community Schools Technical 
Assistance Center website to learn more about the framework and available supports. 

https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/NYOMH/2026/05/08/file_attachments/3645183/omhnewsspring2026.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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Learn More Click Here:  NYS Community Schools Technical Assistance Center 

 
Resource Spotlight: 
State Education Department Releases Comprehensive School-Based 
Mental Health System Briefs 
 
The NYS Education Department released comprehensive school based mental health system briefs. The briefs 
were designed to help districts and schools provide students with mental health services that support their well-
being and academic success. The New York State Comprehensive School-Based Mental Health System briefs 
were developed to meet the growing demand for schools to establish, strengthen, and sustain systems that 
promote student wellness through prevention, intervention, and ongoing support within the learning 
environment. Many of the briefs highlight the many resources available through the National Center for School 
Mental Health and The SHAPE System. 
 
https://www.nysed.gov/news/2026/state-education-department-releases-comprehensive-school-based-mental-
health-system-briefs 
 

Resource Spotlight:  
Advancing Organizational Wellness Through TRUST  
 

The TRUST (Trauma Responsive Understanding Self-Assessment Tool), offered by Trauma-Informed 
Network & Resource Center, is a strength-based organizational self-assessment designed to help 
organizations understand where they are in their journey toward becoming more trauma-responsive and 
equity-centered. The tool provides a valuable point-in-time snapshot of organizational strengths and 
opportunities for growth, helping teams identify actionable next steps for meaningful change. 

Organizations that register for the TRUST Tool receive access to a free one-hour consultation with TINRC staff 
for personalized support, an action-oriented report summarizing assessment findings, and guidance on 
engaging leadership teams in reflection and planning. The assessment can be shared across your leadership 
team to build a common understanding of organizational strengths and priorities while supporting continuous 
improvement efforts. 

Whether your organization is just beginning its trauma-responsive journey or looking to deepen existing 
practices, the TRUST Tool offers a practical framework for advancing equity, resilience, and organizational 
wellness. 

Get Started: Register for the TRUST Tool by clicking here  
Learn More: Supports available through TINRC. 
 

Deputy Commissioners’ Corner 
OASAS Young Adult Recovery Residences  

In August 2025, the Substance Abuse & Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) announced funds 
totaling $45 million available for multiple states for one year, in accordance with the Presidential Executive 
Order, Ending Crime and Disorder on America’s Streets. The purpose of the funding is to develop and/or 
expand recovery housing for young adults (ages 18-24) with opioid and/or stimulant use disorders. Young 
adults represent a population at high risk for opioid and stimulant use disorders, as their developmental stage 
and life circumstances create unique vulnerabilities. Many young people, particularly those experiencing 
substance use disorders, are in transition – leaving foster care, college, or unstable housing situations – and 
lack consistent support systems.  
 

https://www.nysed.gov/student-support-services/community-schools
https://www.nysed.gov/news/2026/state-education-department-releases-comprehensive-school-based-mental-health-system-briefs
https://www.nysed.gov/news/2026/state-education-department-releases-comprehensive-school-based-mental-health-system-briefs
https://trust-survey.com/
https://www.traumainformedny.org/


Recovery housing presents a safe, supportive environment for these young adults that helps with both their 
housing and substance use recovery needs. New York State was awarded over $2 million to establish young 
adult recovery residences throughout the state. Administered by the Office of Addiction Services and Supports 
(OASAS), these funds cover the young adult’s housing costs, including rent and other living expenses. The 
funds also cover contracted providers’ staffing expenses, supportive services, training, and other related 
expenses. The funds provide recovery housing scholarships/vouchers for 39 young adults over the course of 
one year. Recovery house operators have contracted with OASAS in Albany County, Broome County, and 
Long Island (Nassau/Suffolk County). 
 
The initiative was identified as a priority for Governor Kathy Hochul in her 2026 State of the State Book:  
 
“Access to safe housing is one of the top factors that can positively impact substance use disorder and opioid 

recovery at any age. To build on Governor Hochul’s commitment to ensuring the health and safety of our young 
people, she will direct OASAS to establish the state’s first Young Adult Recovery Residence. This initiative will 

provide housing and services for up to 39 young adults with substance use disorder and opioid addiction. 
Wrap-around recovery services, including housing, are essential to helping individuals reach and maintain their 

recovery goals, and live a healthy lifestyle.”1 
 

As of May 2026, recruitment of young adults into these recovery houses is ongoing. The contracted providers 
in Albany County, Broome County, and Long Island will continue to fill available beds and seek young adults in 
need of these services. This funding presents a unique opportunity for OASAS to partner with OCFS in 
housing young adults entering recovery. By combining OASAS-funded recovery housing with OCFS’s youth 
and family networks, New York State can create a direct support pipeline for vulnerable young adults 
recovering from opioid and/or stimulant use disorders.  
 
OCFS oversees programs dedicated to older youth, notably young adults aging out of the foster care system 
(ages 18-21) and homeless young adults (ages 18-24) residing in Transitional Independent Living (TIL) 
programs. Because these transitional populations are at high risk for homelessness and co-occurring 
substance use disorders, OASAS intends to establish a referral network directly with OCFS case workers and 
TIL staff. This would ensure that 18–24-year-olds who require specialized support are seamlessly referred to 
and housed in OASAS-funded, youth-focused, substance-free living environments rather than standard adult 
homeless shelters. By helping to connect young adults and families of young adults in need to these OASAS-
funded recovery housing providers, OCFS can support the expansion of recovery services across New York 
State. 
 
Deputy Commissioners’ Workgroup Membership: CCF (Vanessa Threatte, Elana Marton, Chris Tosado, Kristin 
Weller, Ehasuyi Gomes, Brenda Lincoln, Yan Wu, Patricia Persell, Meghan Glass), CDD (Kristin Proud, Jennifer 
Goldman), DCJS (Tom Andriola, Damon Bacote), DOH (April Hamilton, Myla Harrison, Colette Poulin, Bianca Sanders, 
Kirsten Siegenthaler), DOL (Dana Politis), DOS (Cynthia Stewart), Justice Center (Serena Sturman-Pupons), OASAS 
(Bridget Hartman-DeCenzo, Patricia Zuber-Wilson, Esteban Ramos, Pat Lincourt, Maria Morris Groves, Sam Kawola), 
OCFS (Gail Geohagen-Pratt, Jason DeSantis, Kennetha Glover, Rosemarie Postighone, Marla Smith, Kim Dwyer, Nina 
Aledort, Erin Cassidy, Homero Martinez, Damien Pratt, Nora Yates, Joy Connolly), OMH (Dr. Audrey Erazo-Trivino, 
Bonnie Catlin, Angela Keller, Meredith Ray-LaBatt, Matt Perkins), OPDV (Elizabeth Bliss, Michael Whiteley) OPWDD (Jill 
Pettinger, Abiba Kindo, Josh Olsen, Whitney Salters), SED (Gemma Rinefierd, Suzanne Bolling), OTDA (Cheryl 
Contento, Valerie Figueroa), SOFA (Alana Stelline, Michael Gunn), Chamber (Kim Hill, Cheryl Mahady, Holly Saupp) 
 
 

Useful Links and Tools 

Go here to view our downloadable running list of NYS SOC Useful Links and Tools! This document will be 
updated as new resources are found. Pay notice to the “Last Updated On” date at the bottom of the document 
to assure you have the most current list of useful links and tools. 
 
 

 
1 https://digital.ny.gov/state-of-the-state-book-2026/ 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnyssoc.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F03%2FNYS-SOC-Useful-Links-and-Tools_-1.docx&data=05%7C02%7CChris.Giaquinta%40omh.ny.gov%7Ca3754b7f686f41f8b45108dd6d461e17%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638786870096994633%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DJQNN2LAwp4TafSHFcdmGOuHREYoJsuNyZfgmSwzzZo%3D&reserved=0


Funding Opportunity 
Looking for funding check the OMH procurement page ( https://omh.ny.gov/omhweb/rfp/ ) frequently.  
 
OMH Funding Opportunity: Collaborative Care for Maternal Mental Health – Technical Assistance, Training, 
and Implementation Support 

The Office of Mental Health is seeking a vendor to support OBGYN and family practices in using the 
Collaborative Care Model. Vendor will provide: Professional training, technical assistance, implementation 
support. The vendor must have clinical expertise in Collaborative Care for the Perinatal population. 
Please see the RFP document for full details and funding information: 
https://omh.ny.gov/omhweb/rfp/2026/ccmmh/index.html.  
 

Organizations whose work aligns with SOC Work! 
Have you signed up for these Listservs/Newsletters? 

ACT for Youth OMH NYS Trauma-Informed Network Resource Center 

Behavioral Health News (BHN) PeerTAC 

Center for Practice Innovations Project TEACH 

Child Mind Institute 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 

Administration (SAMHSA) 

Collective Impact Forum 
The Community Technical Assistance Center of New York 

(CTAC) 

National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) 
The Evidence-Based Treatment Dissemination Center 

(EBTDC) 

National Training & Technical Assistance Center (NTTAC) 
The Managed Care Technical Assistance Center of New 

York (MCTAC) 

National Wraparound Initiative (NWI) The National Academy for State Health Policy (NASHP) 

NY Health Home Coalition UCONN School of Social Work TA TELEGRAM 

NYS DOH Health Homes 
 
 

 
NYS SOC Links to Highlight 
Keep up to date on all things NYS SOC by visiting our website! 
Be sure to bookmark us while you’re there! 
 

Did you miss a SOC Newsletter?  
Go here to access our archive of past NYS Systems of Care monthly Newsletters. 
 

SPARK! 
SPARK some thoughts, conversations, and initiatives using the newest addition to SOC content, the SPARK e-
mails! The purpose of these e-mails is to provide a tool and/or resource that is intended to spark an idea to 
assist local teams in further implementing the Systems of Care framework. Go here to see the monthly SPARK 
archive. 
 
Subscribe to (or unsubscribe from) the NYS Systems of Care Listserv by emailing Tiara Springer-Love 
 

 

https://omh.ny.gov/omhweb/suicide_prevention/cp.html
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https://childmind.org/
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