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ACT NOW: Invite youth and families to 
shape mental health services in New 
York! 

 
The New York State Office of Mental Health and Department of 
Health are hosting in-person and virtual meetings this 
summer to gather recommendations to improve mental health 
services for children with complex mental health needs. 
Meetings are scheduled throughout the state between late 
July and mid-September to hear directly from families, youth, 
providers, stakeholders, and anyone who supports young 
people with mental health needs requiring intensive services. 

  
The focus of these meetings is to help inform the redesign of 
intensive home and community-based mental health services 
for children and families statewide, with an emphasis on 
improving access, quality, and outcomes. These conversations 
were prompted by the C.K. v. 
McDonald Settlement Agreement and will help with the 
development of an Implementation Plan for system change. 
  
Fliers are attached – one for each region – please share 

information about these events with the families and young people you serve. 
  
In-person meetings by region include: 
  

• Central New York - OCM BOCES, 110 Elwood Rd, Liverpool; 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Wednesday, July 
22 or 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. on Thursday, July 23; registration link. 

• Western New York - Hillside Children’s Center, 1 Mustard St., Rochester; 6 p.m. to 8 
p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 6 or 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. on Friday, Aug. 7; registration link. 

• Hudson River - Orange County Community College, 1 Washington Center, Newburgh; 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
on Tuesday, Aug. 11 or 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. on Wednesday, Aug. 12; registration link. 

• Long Island - Suffolk County Community College Grant Campus, Crooked Hill Rd., Brentwood; 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 17 or 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. on Friday, Sept. 18; registration link. 

  
An additional in-person meeting will be announced for the New York City region shortly. 
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OMH will also host two virtual meetings: 
  

• Register for 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. on Monday, July 27 
• Register for 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. pm on Wednesday, Sept. 2 

  
Thank you for your continued partnership and commitment. The input you share and the voices of the 
communities we serve is invaluable as we work together to enhance youth mental health supports across New 
York. 
  
If you have any questions, please email ChildrensMHSettlement@omh.ny.gov. 

 
Children’s System Support Unit Updates 
 

System of Care 
System of Care County Collaborative 
The next System of Care County Collaborative will be held on Wednesday, July 8, 2026, from 1:00 – 2:00pm.  

 
Who Should Attend? Leaders and partners in local System of Care implementation that are interested in 
sharing and learning about other counties’ successes and engaging in peer problem-solving with local 
challenges. 

No invitation needed but if you want to receive calendar invites for these sessions, please email 
SOC.TeamSharedMailbox@omh.ny.gov.   

 

System of Care Leadership Session 
Two new modules have been developed by the NYS SOC Team to engage county System of Care (SOC) 
leaders before a SOC Action Planning Workshop is planned and executed.  Invitees are intended to be the 
county’s cross-systems leadership that is responsible for holding other workgroups or committees accountable 
for SOC efforts.  
 
Session 1 is intended to: review the intent and structure of the SOC Action Planning Workgroup; provide an 
overview of the SOC framework and local SOC structure; reflect on cross-systems relationship building and 
collaboration continuum; map existing cross-systems groups & infrastructure; and highlight collective progress 
that can be made together. 
 
Session 2 uses data from a homework assignment to: share observed trends, urgent concerns, and persistent 
challenges across county systems/departments; identify areas of opportunity and alignment across the SOC; 
and narrow down shared priority areas. 
 
Tompkins County recently completed an abridged version of the leadership session in an effort to rejuvenate 
and restructure the local SOC. The session was successful in meetings its goals. 
 
If another county would like to complete the Leadership Session, please email 
SOC.TeamSharedMailbox@omh.ny.gov for more information.  

 

 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fomh-ny.zoomgov.com%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2F6cUCms66Qdinyf72rK_mxQ%23%2Fregistration&data=05%7C02%7CRebecca.Habersang%40omh.ny.gov%7C1ba656f9bdee4b2cc82508ded60a6f21%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C639183537916798239%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BuM9132vQfvAWCCfBeMHFjYO1OpdGiNx7pZQj%2Bas1Sw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fomh-ny.zoomgov.com%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FYPtsTLAUTSiNoRqtCp5qSg%23%2Fregistration&data=05%7C02%7CRebecca.Habersang%40omh.ny.gov%7C1ba656f9bdee4b2cc82508ded60a6f21%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C639183537916817920%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yDviuoSntpx7M8NDppR7vpL5cfADVunZabhaG4l5DIQ%3D&reserved=0
mailto:ChildrensMHSettlement@omh.ny.gov
mailto:SOC.TeamSharedMailbox@omh.ny.gov
mailto:SOC.TeamSharedMailbox@omh.ny.gov


Other Updates of Interest 

NEW YORK STATE RECOGNIZES ULSTER COUNTY’S CHILD SYSTEM 
OF CARE FOR DEDICATION TO CHILDREN’S MENTAL HEALTH  

 

System of Care Team Honored for Working 
Collaboratively to Improve Access to Mental Health 
Care in the Hudson Valley Region  

New York State honored Ulster County’s Child System of 
Care Committee with the 2026 ‘What’s Great in our State’ 
System of Care Award, which recognizes the coordinated 
network that is family-driven, youth-guided, community-
based, and both culturally and linguistically 
responsive. County officials were presented award the 
award Tuesday, May 5th, during the event in Albany and 
recognized for collaborating with local schools to provide 
effective mental health services to young people and 
their families.   

 

 “Ulster County’s Child System of Care Committee brings together providers to collaborate on innovative 
strategies aimed at closing gaps and more effectively delivering care to our families,” Office of Mental Health 
Commissioner Dr. Ann Sullivan said.  “By establishing these meaningful partnerships and taking a holistic 
approach, they connect vital components within the mental health care system to help youth and their families 
access services.”  

  

The Child System of Care Committee is a part of Integrated Ulster, a partnership of organizations dedicated to 
creating a system of care that is welcoming and effective in addressing complex needs of individuals. The 
committee is focused on establishing a universal approach for service providers that is welcoming, accessible 
and capable of providing person- and family-centered care that is recovery-oriented, trauma- informed, and 
culturally responsive.   

  

Notably, the county created a groundbreaking program at the LaSalle School to provide every middle school 
in Ulster County with service slots staffed by a therapist and care manager, offering care at no 
cost and reducing barriers related to insurance, transportation, and stigma. In 2025, the program operated at 
95 percent capacity, with 87 percent of participants successfully connected to longer-term support and 
82 percent achieving at least half of their treatment goals.  

  

The system of care hosts standing meetings with schools, providers, and community partners to help identify 
gaps, improve coordination, and ensure timely, appropriate services. This integrated, school-centered and 
community-based model emphasizes person-centered care, family and youth voice, and cross-system 
collaboration.   

   

‘What’s Great in Our State’ recognizes individuals and programs that are successfully advancing the cause of 
children’s mental health in New York State and is celebrated annually during Children’s Mental Health 
Awareness Week. Established in 2010, the day-long conference in Albany features a ceremony recognizing 
honorees, workshops, and an art show featuring artwork created by children receiving services from New York 
State’s mental health system.  

 



The event is sponsored by the state Office of Mental Health, Department of Health, Department of Education, 
Office of Children and Family Services and the Office of Addiction Services and Supports. In addition, several 
children’s mental health advocacy organizations sponsor the event, including the Council on Children and 
Families, the Early Care & Learning Council, Families Together in New York State, Inc., Mental Health 
Association in New York State, Inc., National Alliance on Mental Illness - New York State, New York State 
Network for Youth Success, and Prevent Child Abuse New York.   

 

Resource Spotlight: 
Crisis Prevention and Recovery Tip Sheet  
 

A new tip sheet from the 988 Crisis Systems Response Training and TA Center, Supporting Children, Youth, 
and Families in Crisis, provides practical, easy to understand guidance to help prevent crises, respond 
effectively when a child or youth is in emotional distress, and support healing after a crisis. It emphasizes 
family-centered approaches, early identification, and connection to appropriate crisis and recovery supports. 

Learn more about the SAMHSA 988 Crisis Systems Response Training and TA Center. 

 
Learn more about the New York State 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline.  
 

Resource Spotlight:  
Early Childhood DC:0-5 Training Opportunity  
 

Funded through the New York State Office of Mental Health (NYSOMH), the New York Center for Child 
Development (NYCCD), in collaboration with McSilver Institute for Poverty Policy and Research is pleased to 
offer trainings on ZERO TO THREE’s DC:0-5™ Diagnostic Classification of Mental Health and 
Developmental Disorders of Infancy and Early Childhood (DC:0-5™). 
 
The DC:0–5™ is a diagnostic system specifically designed for evaluating and classifying mental health and 
developmental disorders in children from birth to 5 years old. 

DC:0-5™ aims to: 

• Identify mental health and developmental challenges early in life 

• Inform the creation of a developmentally appropriate treatment plan 

• Provide an approach to diagnosis from an Infant Early Childhood Mental Health perspective which is 
developmentally informed, relationship based, contextual and culturally responsive 

DC:0-5™ targets those who are directly involved in the developmental and mental health evaluation, diagnosis, 
and treatment of children birth to 5 years of age.  

Click here to learn more. 
 
 

Useful Links and Tools 

Go here to view our downloadable running list of NYS SOC Useful Links and Tools! This document will be 
updated as new resources are found. Pay notice to the “Last Updated On” date at the bottom of the document 
to assure you have the most current list of useful links and tools. 
 
 

Funding Opportunity 
Looking for funding check the OMH procurement page ( https://omh.ny.gov/omhweb/rfp/ ) frequently.  
 
OMH Funding Opportunity: Empire State Supportive Housing Initiative Round 10 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F7o8ztmfbb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0018GRVbLDkTEcub8LT1t_lASGVuGBb4dPyWN8yoLQ2gOuf5o6ziQZ_7zgEz5KTaoFC1Os9gp_ExGTqEzGce0sXag5BVjUKuvx5DwpQYCuJ_8G59N4467DCqMG6jIbip1VKeEnOoCt2n_pqY_Lvqqhidt9lfFdD8LtRi2sI5_3lo52w6MYiN0yOlnugmL5Ooj1v6p0l1K9adfC5XzXKMnbOruhPaHDmlLgJCVte0u6z4rvr9UBWsRWlH3Q33PBd9UKf%26c%3DMNdeeO-cqnj6rWIL8Hk-mLEb8Cmuhg0J1ImIwjt2L9ZZxaMy4BGaBw%3D%3D%26ch%3DhiWVxWf5IKHx4OpFXjH6SD8zsjYAJ5O32AmrGVQ-0Ro6Zf7oDHGoCw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Crebecca.habersang%40omh.ny.gov%7C86690248ad2c45a580ef08dec24180df%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C639161783757315514%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zhVRJrUGaQWDRDvHk1bJbv3HomcacprePKGfwVniJH0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F7o8ztmfbb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0018GRVbLDkTEcub8LT1t_lASGVuGBb4dPyWN8yoLQ2gOuf5o6ziQZ_7zgEz5KTaoFC1Os9gp_ExGTqEzGce0sXag5BVjUKuvx5DwpQYCuJ_8G59N4467DCqMG6jIbip1VKeEnOoCt2n_pqY_Lvqqhidt9lfFdD8LtRi2sI5_3lo52w6MYiN0yOlnugmL5Ooj1v6p0l1K9adfC5XzXKMnbOruhPaHDmlLgJCVte0u6z4rvr9UBWsRWlH3Q33PBd9UKf%26c%3DMNdeeO-cqnj6rWIL8Hk-mLEb8Cmuhg0J1ImIwjt2L9ZZxaMy4BGaBw%3D%3D%26ch%3DhiWVxWf5IKHx4OpFXjH6SD8zsjYAJ5O32AmrGVQ-0Ro6Zf7oDHGoCw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Crebecca.habersang%40omh.ny.gov%7C86690248ad2c45a580ef08dec24180df%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C639161783757315514%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zhVRJrUGaQWDRDvHk1bJbv3HomcacprePKGfwVniJH0%3D&reserved=0
https://988crisissystemshelp.samhsa.gov/
https://omh.ny.gov/omhweb/crisis/988.html
https://nyu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_78UeQVbi8Cgze4u
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnyssoc.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F03%2FNYS-SOC-Useful-Links-and-Tools_-1.docx&data=05%7C02%7CChris.Giaquinta%40omh.ny.gov%7Ca3754b7f686f41f8b45108dd6d461e17%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638786870096994633%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DJQNN2LAwp4TafSHFcdmGOuHREYoJsuNyZfgmSwzzZo%3D&reserved=0
https://omh.ny.gov/omhweb/rfp/


New York has led the nation in affordable housing preservation and construction. The State Fiscal Year 2026-
27 Enacted Budget continues funding to advance Governor Hochul’s comprehensive plan for affordable and 
supportive housing to ensure New Yorkers have access to safe and secure housing. The State has committed 
this funding in order to create or preserve affordable and supportive housing units.  
 
New York will invest a portion of these resources to specifically address vulnerable populations experiencing 
homelessness. To ensure the maximum benefit of this investment, the State will utilize the existing federal 
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Continuum of Care (CoC) model that engages 
localities and not-for-profit (NFP) providers in developing and implementing data-driven strategies to address 
homelessness in specific populations such as victims or survivors of domestic violence, runaway and 
homeless youth and formerly incarcerated individuals (see Section 1.4 for full list of eligible target populations). 
The State intends to develop a total of 20,000 units over a period of 15 years. As such, the State is issuing this 
Request for Proposals (RFP) to advance the goal of developing 1,400 units of supportive housing annually for 
persons identified as homeless with special needs, conditions, or other life challenges. 
 
Please see the RFP document for full details and funding information:  
https://omh.ny.gov/omhweb/rfp/2026/esshi/index.html 
 

Organizations whose work aligns with SOC Work! 
Have you signed up for these Listservs/Newsletters? 

ACT for Youth OMH NYS Trauma-Informed Network Resource Center 

Behavioral Health News (BHN) PeerTAC 

Center for Practice Innovations Project TEACH 

Child Mind Institute 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 

Administration (SAMHSA) 

Collective Impact Forum 
The Community Technical Assistance Center of New York 

(CTAC) 

National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) 
The Evidence-Based Treatment Dissemination Center 

(EBTDC) 

National Training & Technical Assistance Center (NTTAC) 
The Managed Care Technical Assistance Center of New 

York (MCTAC) 

National Wraparound Initiative (NWI) The National Academy for State Health Policy (NASHP) 

NY Health Home Coalition UCONN School of Social Work TA TELEGRAM 

NYS DOH Health Homes 
 
 

NYS SOC Links to Highlight 
Keep up to date on all things NYS SOC by visiting our website! 
Be sure to bookmark us while you’re there! 
 

Did you miss a SOC Newsletter?  
Go here to access our archive of past NYS Systems of Care monthly Newsletters. 
 

SPARK! 
SPARK some thoughts, conversations, and initiatives using the newest addition to SOC content, the SPARK e-
mails! The purpose of these e-mails is to provide a tool and/or resource that is intended to spark an idea to 
assist local teams in further implementing the Systems of Care framework. Go here to see the monthly SPARK 
archive. 
 

Subscribe to (or unsubscribe from) the NYS Systems of Care Listserv by emailing SOC.SharedTeamMailbox@omh.ny.gov 

 

 

https://omh.ny.gov/omhweb/suicide_prevention/cp.html
https://omh.ny.gov/omhweb/rfp/2026/esshi/index.html
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/5Z2sCw9
https://www.traumainformedny.org/
https://behavioralhealthnews.org/subscribe/
https://confirmsubscription.com/h/y/CFD10914D119AAF1
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001czFxcSM_t3lCfB-HwRQQJJ0bwU2qSTUE
https://projectteachny.org/stay-in-touch/
https://childmind.org/
https://samhsa.us4.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=d0780dc94825e65acd61c17dc&id=ee1c4b138c
https://samhsa.us4.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=d0780dc94825e65acd61c17dc&id=ee1c4b138c
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/1752856/1731921.624336209/
https://confirmsubscription.com/h/i/15b3413894d41bf9
https://confirmsubscription.com/h/i/15b3413894d41bf9
https://my.nami.org/Join-NAMI/Register
https://ideas4kidsmentalhealth.us18.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=f7a0646202e720b34a72fe4c0&id=50d7545eea
https://ideas4kidsmentalhealth.us18.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=f7a0646202e720b34a72fe4c0&id=50d7545eea
https://nttacmentalhealth.org/contact-us/get-the-latest/
https://confirmsubscription.com/h/i/D3AE5DE08EEEA7C6
https://confirmsubscription.com/h/i/D3AE5DE08EEEA7C6
https://nwi.pdx.edu/archived-nwi-newsletters/
https://nashp.org/
https://hhcoalition.org/
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/7zbOSMA/InnovationsTelegram?source_id=66d28e29-8fac-4f71-919d-1e5232bed338&source_type=em&c=
https://www.health.ny.gov/health_care/medicaid/program/medicaid_health_homes/listserv.htm
https://nyssoc.com/
https://nyssoc.com/soc-resources/
https://nyssoc.com/monthy-sparks/
mailto:SOC.SharedTeamMailbox@omh.ny.gov
https://omh.ny.gov/omhweb/crisis/988.html

